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Blackburn Point Bridge

• Constructed in 1925-26

• Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and the Sarasota County 
Register of Historic Places

• Substandard features include:
• Bridge is classified as functionally obsolete 

(insufficient width)

• Bridge railings

• Swing span superstructure and machinery is 
located in the splash zone 
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16’-0” Clear Width

Existing Swing Span Section
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HISTORY OF RECENT REPAIRS
YEAR DESCRIPTION
1997 Replaced manually-operated end toggles with electrically-operative actuator toggles

2006 Riprap and piling rehab

2009 New pivot bearing, new spider assembly, new upper and lower tracks, new rack, new 
pinion and shaft, new wheels, new elevator wheel assembly, new drive train assembly

2010 Placed 20 CY flowable fill behind SW timber wingwall

2011 Motor replaced

2012 Gusset plates replaced

2012 Pinion shaft replacement emergency repair

2014 End toggle replacements; live load shoes; pivot bearing shim

2016 Drive gear; Gusset plate and truss member retrofits

2019 Gusset plate retrofits ("cheese plates")

2019 Replace drag cables for center pivot

2019 Clean, paint and repair section loss in top chord gusset plates; replace deteriorated rivets

2019 NW quadrant slope protection

2019 Fender repairs

2020 Machinery stringer crack retrofitted

2020 Center bearing cover plate replaced

2020 Fender repair due to boat impact

2020
Stringer at rest pier 1 trimmed to avoid hitting steel nose plate on 
approach pavement

2021 Replace conduit system on fender

2021 Riprap at NW Wingwall

2022 Center bearing rehabilitated, new pinion shaft, floorbeam retrofits

2023 Repair grid deck welds

2024 Pinion shaft emergency replacement (again) due to deformation.  New limit switches.

2025 Pinion shaft emergency replacement (again) due to deformation
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Marine Vulnerabilities:

• Existing bridge does not meet 
current standards for protection 
from damage due to coastal storm 
wave action

• Existing swing bridge is not capable 
of sustaining a direct vessel collision

• The existing bridge low members are 
within the splash zone, subject to:
• Wave impact in large coastal storms

• Accelerated corrosion due to saltwater 
and salt laden air















Blackburn Point Park

Blackburn Point Park



• No-Build: 

• Retain the existing single-lane bridge 

and repair as necessary to maintain 

operation and structural adequacy.

• Replace with a new bridge:

• Bridge Types:

• Swing Span

• Bascule Span

Swing Span

Bascule Span 
(single-leaf)

Bascule Span 
(double-leaf)
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Local residents and stakeholders will receive an 
invitation to attend these public meetings






	Slide 1: WELCOME TO:
	Slide 2: TONIGHT’S AGENDA
	Slide 3: PD&E STUDY (NEPA) PROCESS
	Slide 4: PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: BRIDGE DEFICIENCIES
	Slide 9: BRIDGE DEFICIENCIES
	Slide 10: BRIDGE DEFICIENCIES
	Slide 11: BRIDGE DEFICIENCIES
	Slide 12: BRIDGE DEFICIENCIES
	Slide 13: BRIDGE DEFICIENCIES
	Slide 14: BRIDGE DEFICIENCIES
	Slide 15: SAFETY
	Slide 16: SAFETY
	Slide 17: SAFETY
	Slide 18: SAFETY
	Slide 19: ALTERNATIVE CONSIDERATIONS
	Slide 20: PROJECT ALTERNATIVES
	Slide 21: ALTERNATIVE CONSIDERATIONS
	Slide 22: PROJECT SCHEDULE
	Slide 23: COMMENT & CONNECT
	Slide 24: COMMENTS & QUESTIONS

